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If the television system is in a darkened room for the 
viewing of films and/or the like, the front panel display 6 
on the BDR 4 is likely to be in the field of vision of the 
user and the brightness of the same is likely to distract 
the user from the display screen 2. 
[0021] The front panel display 6 is in the form of an 
LCD having a seven-segment type display 7. 
[0022] The front panel display 6 is not generally re- 
quired to be bright and clearly seen by the user unless 
the BDR is undergoing a function or change in status. 
Therefore the front panel display 6 is provided with 
means to automatically dim the display 6 H , as shown in 
figure 2b, when the BDR is inactive and not undergoing 
any function or change in status, thereby making the 
same less obtrusive to the user. The front panel display 
6' automatically brightens, as shown in figure 2a, when 
a function is activated or the BDR undergoes a change 
in status, thereby allowing the user to clearly see what 
function or status change is taking place. The change 
in status/function activation of the BDR is typically acti- 
vated by the user using control means, such as remote 
control means. However, it is also noted that the user 
can change the illumination/brightness of the display 
panel using control means independently of a change 
in status of the BDR or the ambient lighting surrounding 
the device. Typical activation of functions which affect 
the brightness of the display 6 include fast forwarding, 
rewinding, changing channels and/or the like. Activation 
of function or status of the STB can be via the remote 
control or control button on the BDR. 
[0023] A light sensor can be located in the front panel 
display to allow adjustment of the display in response to 
the ambient lighting in the locality of the device. 
[0024] The backlight of the LCD and/or the seven- 
segment display can be dimmed/brightened. For exam- 
ple, the backlit display can be dimmed by reducing the 
voltage, and the LED (light emitting diode) display can 
be dimmed by pulsing the LEDs. 
[0025] The front panel display 6 typically remains 
bright for a pre-determined period of time after a function 
or status change has occurred and then dims. However, 
the front panel display can dim immediately after a func- 
tion or status change has finished. 
[0026] Thus the present invention provides a means 
of automatically adjusting and/or manually adjusting the 
brightness of the front panel display of a BDR or VCR. 
This provides the user with the feeling of quality and re- 
duces the distraction from the display screen created by 
a bright front panel display. 



Claims 

1. A front panel display (6) for an electronic device, 
said front panel display (6) indicating the operation- 
al status of the device to a user and characterised 
in that the illumination and/or brightness of the dis- 
play (6) is/are adjustable by the user of the device 



using control means. 

2. A display according to claim 1 characterised in 
that the illumination and/or brightness of the display 

5 (6) is adjusted in response to the user initiating a 

change in the status of the device. 

3. A display according to claim 1 characterised in 
that the control means are any or any combination 

10 of a remote control handset for operation of the de- 
vice, control buttons on the device and/or display or 
voice recognition system. 

4. A display according to claim 1 characterised in 
is that the display (6) brightens on activation of a func- 
tion/control button by the user on the remote control 
handset of the device and/or control buttons on the 
device. 

20 5. A display according to claim 1 characterised in 
that the display (6) dims when one or more function/ 
control buttons have not been activated by the user 
for a pre-determined period of time. 

25 6. A display according to claim 1 characterised in 
that the display (6) is provided with two brightness 
settings, a dim setting during pre-determined time 
periods of inactivation of the device and a bright set- 
ting during activation of the device. 

30 

7. A display according to claim 1 characterised in 
that the brightness levels of the display (6) are de- 
termined by the manufacturer of the device. 

35 8. A display according to claim 1 characterised in 
that the ability to adjust the illumination and/or 
brightness of the display (6) can be switched be- 
tween on/off positions as and when required. 

40 9. A display according to claim 1 characterised in 
that at least one light sensor is provided in the de- 
vice and/or front panel display (6) to monitor the am- 
bient light levels surrounding the device and the il- 
lumination and/or brightness of the display is adjust- 

45 able depending on the ambient lighting in the local- 
ity of the device. 



10. A display according to claim 1 characterised in 
that the electronic device is any or any combination 
so of a broadcast data receiver (4) , video recorder and/ 

or television display screen (2). 



11. A display according to claim 1 
that it is a liquid crystal display. 



characterised in 
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12. A display according to claim 1 characterised in that 
the brightness and/or illumination of the backlight- 
ing of the display (6) is adjusted. 
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13. A display according to claim 12 characterised in 
that the brightness and/or illumination is adjusted 
by altering the voltage to light emitting diodes form- 
ing the backlight. 

5 

14. A display according to claim 1 characterised in 
that the brightness and/or illumination of the seven 
segment display (6) is adjusted. 

15. A display according to claim 14 characterised in io 
that the brightness and/or illumination is adjusted 

by pulsing the light emitting diodes forming the sev- 
en segment display. 

16. An electronic device having a front panel display, is 
said front panel display (6) indicating the operation- 
al status of the device to a user and characterised 

in that the illumination and/or brightness of the dis- 
play (6) is/are adjustable by the user of the device 
using control means. 20 

17. A broadcast data receiver (4) having a front panel 
display (6), said receiver (4) receiving audio, video 
and/or auxiliary data from a broadcaster at a remote 
location, said display (6) indicating the operational 25 
status of the receiver (4) to a user and character- 
ised in that the illumination and/or brightness of the 
display (6) is/are adjustable by the user of the re- 
ceiver using control means. 
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(54) Status display panel tor an electronic device 

(57) A front panel display (6) for an electronic de- 
vice. The front panel display (6) indicates the operation- 
al status of the device, such as a broadcast data receiv- 



er, to a user. The illumination and/or brightness of the 
display (6) is/are user adjustable and/or adjustable de- 
pending on the status of the device and/or ambient light- 
ing in the locality of the device. 
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